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A Few Words from Pastor Wendy

Reflection verse for the month: “ Follow me.” — Luke 5:27d and “I have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” — John 15:11
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One of the tensions between the church calendar and the secular calendar is that the church year’s powerful
Scripture readings about Christian discipleship fall in summer — the height of the vacation season. Just when
everyone is primed to be playing, the Church is talking about walking Jesus’ way — with everything that means
for the priorities we set, including the way we spend our time.

I can’t do much about the church calendar. But I can urge you to include worship attendance and Scripture read-
ing in your “play” time this summer. Why? Because Christian discipleship is meant to orient our lives, not suf-
focate them. It’s meant to increase our joy, not sour our mood. Christian discipleship is meant to increase our
zest for living, not stifle it.

Surprised? I’m not surprised you’re surprised. Because Christian discipleship is a disciplined life, it can get the
reputation of being no fun. And when some Christian groups make discipleship into a “thou shalt not” list, it
reinforces the reputation of Christian discipleship as a downer way to spend one’s life. From Saturday Night
Life’s satire of church ladies to portrayals of stiff evangelicals in movies, Christian discipleship looks like some-
thing to be avoided at all costs.

And that’s a shame — because Christian life is about a joy that’s grounded in an unshakeable hope. It’s about
love that never runs out on us, a grace that never runs dry. Because Christian life is about following Jesus, it’s
meant to reflect his passion for life.

Yes, Jesus has a different idea about what a passionate life looks like. It’s not about avoiding suffering and the
world’s ills. It’s not about over-indulgence, either. But Jesus’ passionate life isn’t dull or sedate, either. One
scholar notes that Jesus in the Gospel of Luke is known as a party guy — he eats his way through the entire Gos-
pel and parties with some pretty disreputable people! Jesus knew how to enjoy the good gifts of life (which in
Wisconsin, must include frozen custard). But our Lord wants everyone to get in on the good stuff of life. That’s

why Christian discipleship looks out for people who’ve been left out of the party of Contents
life. We look out for the hungry, the jobless, the isolated, the sick. We want everyone
to be in on Jesus’ passionate life — because the party isn’t everything it can be if some
people are missing.
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Please keep that in mind when you’re at the cottage or the lake this summer. When
you’re picnicking; when you’re at Summerfest; when you’re camping with family, re- Meetings & Events
member that Jesus doesn’t begrudge you your fun. But he does yvant you t[O reflect qn Pg. 5 Meetings & Events cont'd
how you can help others to be part of the joy and enjoyment of life. He’s interested in Christian Nurture/
teaching you more about hospitality and generosity that gathers in everyone. So in- Outreach

clude worship and Scripture in your summer schedule, too. You may be surprised at Pg- 6 Karen’s Ride

how deeper discipleship increases your playfulness by deepening your passion for life. {Pg. 7 July Calendar
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Transition Team News

Team Memblay:Har shber gerMarWwi HHawkHearmrsr,y Kr anendc
Lisa Quinn, and Beverly Stribling

*The next Transition Team Meeting i s s8t 30or Mc

Wewe been busy this mont h!

30 people in 10 groups began the ActBsSEa&BdhI|ger &Guryp
meets weekly to read two chapters of the Book
provided on the ABS bookmar k. Il nterested gro
the ABS progress chart inl&heogathoeriagespacte
participatp! shAesignd materials for participa
gat hering space.

25 people explored hedennhgteggavabones and hope:
ing Our Stories evhantds2Bartucdepadtasgati onal m
and hopes for the future were posted on laf ti nm
you cobuladmend either event, please feel free
thex the question sheet-idsendotaend taod d hyeo uGo oodw n
and/ or GST timelines. The timelines wild.l be

What el se wil/ be happening in the coming months

On Sunday July 17th atrfd tSiwendcaoyngrwelgyatadon wi |l |t
tality SSuerevetyhhe i nformation below to | earn mo
the cong®& eighe¢ mioointy and values.

During the month of July, the Transition Team \

hood | eaders, group$%haendnrtesrivdieemws . wi | | help
nei ghbdar hsadaaod ngt hs, chall enges, an@edrcrepdms ona:
GST.

During the month of August, the Transition Teal
of the congregational and neighbofTheod nif ofromar
then will be shared with the congregation in

I n | ate September or early October, the Team wi
ing toget®epo&SiTbl e directions for mission in

participating!

Thank you for
the Team and the Vvision

Thank you for keeping
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Who{(ere we Congregational Vitalit)y
b i July 17th and 24t h

4ER 40AT OEOETT 4AAI 7A1 006 91 60 )1 POOA

We are requesting congregational members to take part in a Congregational Vitality Survey on Sundays July
17 and 24.

7TEAO EO OEAKS3I/CAANBalIo2yltt AUl OAGRE { 2a2ISE&2 ¥ A
GKNBES | OBy ANRRIdRYWY SOa2ya (2 DPHRNIWNI@KinvigediddiGdNIs | Y
to answer questions about the congregation or themselves. Each area is then computer-scored on a scale

from 1-to 5.
(T x 11T C ATLAO disdn 8GAmAeci2 nmp YAydziSa G2 02 YL
(T x xEIl OEA OOOOAU EnyBB8OsSA Wyhdk AKS GHADIS

0S aSyid (G2 GKS {20AlIft wSaSt NOK THeit SociallResearch Kabwill cgd &S N

plete a data analysis for us that will be shared in the formofareport. LY 2 G KSNJ g2 NRaszx &2

Y 2 dzZBetbher the Transition Team nor the Council will see the raw data.

7TEAO xEI I xA Al xEOE OMDANIMNBOORAGA y F 1 MKISO NB L

KIS daBR2ZNXISa2y Ay | ydzYoSNI 2F gl eax AyOf dZRAy3Y

9 Identifying areas of strength and struggle

1 Choosing an area of ministry to focus upon

1 Understanding the interaction between spiritual growth and congregational conflict so that both can be
improved

1 Initiating a time of intentional discernment about next steps
1 Finding commonalities and differences among congregations working to partner in new ways

7EAOQOA AEA OEA 6 EOAI EOU FEAOGAU AT RIOGT A E O
CKAA adz2NBSe ¢l a GNXIAKOR 32 dety202F ((KKESS) CdpiEi@NtRif an bngok o | o
ing research project being conducted by the ELCAQ Congregational and Synodical Mission unit,

in collaboration with the Research and Evaluation department. The research seeks to understand the critical

factors affecting congregational vitality. There is a small processing cost, which will come out of the budget

line for Transition Team expenses.

Acts Bible Study
Look in the sanctuary by the piano, and organ, f
(or without) your initials when you have compl
for you to share yeo"uwhath oluegshstosn sa nadr @ dheeardéh aft @ 1 st
this telling us about a possible vision or |Jpur
thought si tosn @prospaper and add to our "-pnarylkienfg ela

three chapters a-ewvedkdatne yiosurLagboorup[ray!
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Did You &@e@wdy carol Tdimble

iTruth & OHonesty

I believe that if | al ways tell the truth, tell
rect names and details as necessary, I never | ha\
asked again about the event. I just repeat myse

|l f you only give good, happy, and optimistic|op
not see the truth of your surroundings? Ar e |[pes

The Transition Team asked for our stories at| tw
over 50% of the congregation thatd ahtdacenaschagaud :
t hfeti cky .nowoensder i f t lifeu tpuorset eH o pfe@ose vifeoare sG SgTe n u|i n e
and/ or truths? I wonder i f only the correct |anc
pected answeéé& nwerae ygirwemonse.

Let us be brave during these discussions as |[we
open mind and welcoming heart to the revelatilons

we | isten to positives as well as negatives.
| f everyone agrees, that is one thing. But , i f
est and truthful. Let us discuss. Let us delbat

**The GST& Woimemi ¢ steltl 48d0ra sJ bleenl & ancel | ed.

GST Meetings 4dgnd Events

The &Kdixutr ch Fun abay (s

set for Sathwmdaatifurd daym,
Jul y¥28m 9: 00am t 12:C

ThExecuti vewiBo almale
Tuesdaythmtlud8my3 ®

Communi ty Dinner

We have scheduled our first Communi tydgtcCohmgiegat
wi || di stribute flywWweshamwethbheenetghkonboatout d
a way of getting t&hkhoweoternei gnebdosstart thai
meet "our mMWedghlbowysou. are able to help, please s¢
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God Garden

God@d@ Garden has been planted and ev:wv $ gt
weeds! We wil/|l me &t 2R|dt uadidmrBYtL hd ud ar - '|o

a little weeding, watering, Ahadr iy Commumﬂ ng.
adults can record their volunteer (T&{R.Den gdede
every Wednesd-8y 6fdaom4d 3189 0W. Concordi a Ave.

PrOé)erty Commii tl 1 e eme ¢
Sunday., July 10, |20&8nesdaymntlurgos
The Baptism of Singers NSecdhady, thJul
Scarl et Rose Gol dscahmi@gdaOef ore wor ship
& rehearse for the baj
Mi chael Matthew Ff afdrknaian. We wifMidr nbiengs
i s Brooken

Congregationa-lwi Cbumet

Nu FYep Py aulonaa

Deac@n Meet-iirsg set

sti §

Outreach/ Chr i n

for
f

A Lecnk has been ut gy, Juimmedi7vat el y '
30h& Sflor our yadud wor ship.
(with a few exc;q We i Wbl bk circle
begi nnman $at ur da Wi | | me et Mo ntdhayt ,
and end wiamhr aak, 12:80 in the Birch R
right before wor -' : Manodoy Harsberger w
Pizza, a movi e, snacks, gamelse,ssloonts#B' "Come to
of talking and giggling are anticipated. We ar
volunteers to supervise tth/uOgyaatgheer gvenﬂ" ar
prepare breakfast Sunday mor@rjgﬁ/ers Game
When Frema6urday,-undtuilly wodrOEehiep y@the- i s invited
day, July 31, 2016. agers, Brewers Bafkeb
Wher:e GST: 3302 North Sher|/@tn¥e pyiyd meet at
. _ p ool atm 110f: 1%ou hav
Pl ease see Monica Gramling .i f you have.ques|ti o
signeld up yet pl-e¢as
Shirl ey C e9niwBady6 0 4 1 4T h
Brewer ticketHsoparpyod
can come!
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Kar &n Ri1 de
Sunday, July 17, 2016

Karen passed away 1/ 29/ 15 afterKar@&nmriyekar

been organi e dh ubsyp akhadr &Kn mm and wi | | hel p
Sout heast Wi sconsi n. Al | proceeds wil|l b
screening, and treatment iIin Southeastern
The ride wil!/ begin a#3tEkEegi PaBR &ntf&i 8e oWt
ride wildl proceed through the Northern K
about 2 hours and there wil/l a mi dmapai nth .
ride wil/l headamut around 10:00

Donations wi || be accepted to support thi
to donate but wil/l not be part of the rid

I f you have questions p/l7d29d contact Ki mm
Donations can ®eRbBdat 1b6@8MiKawatuhk e5e9, WI 53 2

Pl ease make checks oiukart®onRKidnem St abel feld

'3|-eaSt Cﬂl‘lcer

@
susane. 0 eé
Komen. O

SOUTHEAST

WISCONSIN M‘Dtorcyclc Rldﬁ
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July 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00 Worship Independence Day
11:30-12:30 Fellowship No Pantry 9-12 Fun Day
No Bible Study 9:30 GodQ Garden
3:30 Exec Board 4:30 Property 5:30 Comm.
6:00 Garden Dinner
10 Blanket Sunday 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00 Choir Rehearsal 8:30 Pantry
10:00 Worship: Baptism 10:00 B. Study
Scarlet & Michael 12:30 Trimble
11:30-12:30 Fellowship Circle
6:30 Transition 6:30 C. Council 6:00 Garden
Team
17 Vitality Survey 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:30 Meet Up for .
_ 8:30 Pantry 9-12 Fun Day
KarenQRide 10:45 B. Study
10:00 Worship ’ ’ 9:30 GodQ Garden
10:00 KarenQRide
11:00 DeaconQ Mtg 6:00 Garden
11:30-12:30 Fellowship
24 Vitality Survey 25 26 27 28 29 30
& 8:30 Pantry
Blanket Sunday 10:45 B. Study 10:15 Voyagers
10:00 Worship ’ ’ Brewers Game
11:30-12:30 Fellowship
6:00 Garden 6:00 Youth Lock-In
31 Aug 1 Aug 2 Aug 3 4 5 6
8:30 Youth Breakfast No Pantry

10:00 Worship
Vitality Survey Recap
11:30-12:30 Fellowship

No Bible Study

6:00 Garden
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Looki ng Ahlead.

GST WonenAssoci-®tni aond ay, Aug. amB, G TW willll: 3g0a
pi cntihci' s one wil |l be ®&nbabkavwearctho ICd s cchH rei dati | | pr
Trimble Circle wildl provide the dessert. See

CongregationaWwi Cbumeet Tuesdayprm August 9t h at 6:

Guest Preawehere!| come Guest preac-DbakesPastour Voui
August 114

Voyage®s Wed. Adguwuam nboO3Mj oin the Voyagers for a
the Mi |l waukee harbor. Enjoy beauti ful Sight sece
your announcements and August newsletter.
Christian Nurture/ Outreach

Vacation Bi-bAueg uCd-ag232Mcl| asses will be held on th
are greatly appreciated. Come all week, or jus
Bl ock Party & BackpadkgODsttftreoBrb altdi. o0380L ook famp si
sheets and a |ist of school supplies in future
Gat her in thé&éasabden set for the | ast week in Al
ages outreach to Townsend Street school, and w

gust . Erin wildl organize crafts; Lillian wil!/
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