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Reflection verse for the month:  “Follow me.” – Luke 5:27d  and   “I have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” – John 15:11  

One of the tensions between the church calendar and the secular calendar is that the church year’s powerful 

Scripture readings about Christian discipleship fall in summer – the height of the vacation season.  Just when 

everyone is primed to be playing, the Church is talking about walking Jesus’ way – with everything that means 

for the priorities we set, including the way we spend our time. 

I can’t do much about the church calendar.  But I can urge you to include worship attendance and Scripture read-

ing in your “play” time this summer.  Why?  Because Christian discipleship is meant to orient our lives, not suf-

focate them.  It’s meant to increase our joy, not sour our mood.  Christian discipleship is meant to increase our 

zest for living, not stifle it. 

Surprised?  I’m not surprised you’re surprised.  Because Christian discipleship is a disciplined life, it can get the 

reputation of being no fun.  And when some Christian groups make discipleship into a “thou shalt not” list, it 

reinforces the reputation of Christian discipleship as a downer way to spend one’s life. From Saturday Night 

Life’s satire of church ladies to portrayals of stiff evangelicals in movies, Christian discipleship looks like some-

thing to be avoided at all costs. 

And that’s a shame – because Christian life is about a joy that’s grounded in an unshakeable hope.  It’s about 

love that never runs out on us, a grace that never runs dry.  Because Christian life is about following Jesus, it’s 

meant to reflect his passion for life. 

Yes, Jesus has a different idea about what a passionate life looks like.  It’s not about avoiding suffering and the 

world’s ills.  It’s not about over-indulgence, either.  But Jesus’ passionate life isn’t dull or sedate, either.  One 

scholar notes that Jesus in the Gospel of Luke is known as a party guy – he eats his way through the entire Gos-

pel and parties with some pretty disreputable people!  Jesus knew how to enjoy the good gifts of life (which in 

Wisconsin, must include frozen custard).  But our Lord wants everyone to get in on the good stuff of life.  That’s 

why Christian discipleship looks out for people who’ve been left out of the party of 

life.  We look out for the hungry, the jobless, the isolated, the sick.  We want everyone 

to be in on Jesus’ passionate life – because the party isn’t everything it can be if some 

people are missing. 

Please keep that in mind when you’re at the cottage or the lake this summer.  When 

you’re picnicking; when you’re at Summerfest; when you’re camping with family, re-

member that Jesus doesn’t begrudge you your fun.  But he does want you to reflect on 

how you can help others to be part of the joy and enjoyment of life.  He’s interested in 

teaching you more about hospitality and generosity that gathers in everyone.  So in-

clude worship and Scripture in your summer schedule, too.  You may be surprised at 

how deeper discipleship increases your playfulness by deepening your passion for life.  

See you in church!  
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Weôve been busy this month! 

30 people in 10 groups began the Acts Bible Study the week of June 5th.  Each group 

meets weekly to read two chapters of the Book of Acts and reflect together using the questions 

provided on the ABS bookmark.  Interested groups can share their progress and comments on 

the ABS progress chart in the gathering space (narthex).  Itôs not too late to form a group and 

participate!  A sign-up sheet and materials for participating are on the back counter in the 

gathering space. 

 

25 people explored the congregationôs identity, values and hopes through two Shar-

ing Our Stories events on June 15th and 25th.  Participantsô congregational memories 

and hopes for the future were posted on a timeline on the back windows of the sanctuary.  If 

you couldnôt attend either event, please feel free to pick up from the back counter in the nar-

thex the question sheet used and add your own post-it notes to the Good Shepherd, Trinity, 

and/or GST timelines.  The timelines will be posted until early July.   

What else will be happening in the coming months? 

On Sunday July 17th and Sunday July 24th, the congregation will take the ELCA Vi-

tality Survey.   See the information below to learn more about this next piece in exploring 

the congregationôs identity and values. 

 

During the month of July, the Transition Team will interview selected neighbor-

hood leaders, groups and residents.  The interviews will help us discover our 

neighborhoodôs strengths, challenges, and dreams, as well as our neighborsô perceptions of 

GST.    

 

During the month of August, the Transition Team will compile and summarize all 

of the congregational and neighborhood information collected.  The information 

then will be shared with the congregation in September. 

 

In late September or early October, the Team will lead the congregation in explor-

ing together GSTôs possible directions for mission in the future. 

 

Thank you for participating!   

Thank you for keeping the Team and the visioning process in your prayers!  

Transition Team News 
Team Members: Joy Harshberger, Vi Hawkins, Mary Hix, Henry Kranendonk, Kathy Myles,    

Lisa Quinn, and Beverly Stribling 

*The next Transition Team Meeting is set for Monday July 11, 2016 6:30 - 8:30pm.* 
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4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ 4ÅÁÍ 7ÁÎÔÓ 9ÏÕÒ )ÎÐÕÔȦ  

We are requesting congregational members to take part in a Congregational Vitality Survey on Sundays July 

17 and 24.   

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÒÖÅÙȩ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ±ƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ Ƙƻǿ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΥ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ The survey invites individuals 

to answer questions about the congregation or themselves.  Each area is then computer-scored on a scale 

from 1­ to 5. 

(Ï× ÌÏÎÇ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÔÁËÅȩ  Lǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ мл ǘƻ πмр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ  

(Ï× ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄȩ  hƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŬƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ [ŀō ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ  Their Social Research Lab will com­

plete a data analysis for us that will be shared in the form of a report.  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻƴȅπ

ƳƻǳǎΦ  Neither the Transition Team nor the Council will see the raw data.  

7ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ×Å ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȩ !ƊŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ   

¶ Identifying areas of strength and struggle  

¶ Choosing an area of ministry to focus upon 

¶ Understanding the interaction between spiritual growth and congregational conflict so that both can be 

improved 

¶ Initiating a time of intentional discernment about next steps 

¶ Finding commonalities and differences among congregations working to partner in new ways 

7ÈÅÒÅ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ 3ÕÒÖÅÙ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍȩ  7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÃÏÓÔȩ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9[/!Ωǎ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ό[LC¢ύ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜΦ ItΩs part of an ongo­

ing research project being conducted by the ELCAΩs Congregational and Synodical Mission unit, 

in collaboration with the Research and Evaluation department. The research seeks to understand the critical 

factors affecting congregational vitality.   There is a small processing cost, which will come out of the budget 

line for Transition Team expenses. 

Congregational Vitality Survey 
July 17th  and 24th 

Acts Bible Study  

Look in the sanctuary by the piano, and organ, for the Acts Bible Study boards. Add a color dot with 

(or without) your initials when you have completed each week's reading. There is another section 

for you to share your thoughts and ideas - "What lessons are here for the church today?  What is 

this telling us about a possible vision or purpose for our ministry at GST?" Write your ideas and 

thoughts on post-its or paper and add to our "parking lot".  It's not too late to start - maybe read 

three chapters a week in your group - end date is Labor Day! 
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GST Meetings and Events 

The Executive Board will meet 

Tuesday, July 5th at 3:30pm. 

ñDid You Know?ò éé.. by Carol Trimble    

ñTruth & Honestyò 

I believe that if I always tell the truth, tell the story the way it actually happened, and name the cor-

rect names and details as necessary, I never have to worry about a need to make adjustments when 

asked again about the event.  I just repeat myself.   

 
If you only give good, happy, and optimistic opinions, are you a good, happy optimist?  Or, do you 

not see the truth of your surroundings?  Are pessimists and their opinions bad? 

 
The Transition Team asked for our stories at two recent gatherings.  Turnout was a person or two 

over 50% of the congregation that attends regularly on Sundays.  I havenôt had a chance to read all 

the ñsticky notesò.  I wonder if the poster for the ñFuture Hopes for GSTò reveals genuine optimism 

and/or truths?  I wonder if only the correct and proper things were written.  I wonder if only the ex-

pected answers were givenééan easy response. 

 
Let us be brave during these discussions as we reveal our outlook and our reality.  Let us have an 

open mind and welcoming heart to the revelations of our GST pew mates.  Let us help each other as 

we listen to positives as well as negatives. 

 
If everyone agrees, that is one thing.  But, if there are negatives, let us hear them, too.  Let us be hon-

est and truthful.  Let us discuss.  Let us debate.  Let us be the Family we have become. 

**The GST Womenôs picnic set for July 18th 11:30am  has been cancelled.** 

Community Dinner  

We have scheduled our first Community/Congregation Dinner for Friday, July 8th at 5:30pm.  We 

will distribute flyers in the neighborhood.  We have been talking about doing this for some time as 

a way of getting to know our neighbors.   What better time to start than right now.  Please join us to 

meet "our neighbors".  And if you are able to help, please see Monica Gramling or Karen Olsen. 

The next Church Fun Day (s) are 

set for Saturday July 9th and Saturday, 

July 23rd from 9:00am to 12:00pm. 
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Sunday, July 10, 2016  

The Baptism of  

Scarlet Rose Goldschmidt 
& 

Michael Matthew Franklin 

Property Committee - will meet 

Wednesday, July 6th at 4:30pm. 

Singers Needed - Sunday, July 10th 

at 9:00am (before worship) we will 

rehearse for the baptism with Greta 

Armata. We will be singing ñMorning 

is Brokenò 

Congregational Council - will meet 

Tuesday July 12th at 6:30pm. 

Deaconôs Meeting - is set for Sun-

day, July 17th immediately following 

worship. 

Trimble Circle  
   Will meet Monday, July 11th at 

12:30pm. in the Birch Room at Luther 

Manor.  Joy Harsberger will present 

lesson #6.  "Come to the Waters".   

Godôs Garden   

Godôs Garden has been planted and everything is growing well, including the 

weeds! We will meet Saturday, July 9th & 23rd at, 9:30am in the garden, and do 

a little weeding, watering, sharing and eating. Please join us.  All youth or 

adults can record their volunteer hours if needed for school or work.  Join us 

every Wednesday from 6:00 - 8:00pm  at 4218 W. Concordia Ave. 

Voyagers 
Brewers Game!   

Thursday, July 28, 2016 

Everyone is invited to attend the Voy-

agers, Brewers Baseball Game & Tail-

gate.  We will meet at church to car 

pool at 10:15am.   If you have not 

signed up yet please call George & 

Shirley Conway 414-916-8460. The 

Brewer tickets are $21.00.  Hope you 

can come! 

Outreach/Christian Nurture 

A Lock-In has been set for  July 

30th  & 31st for our youth ages 9-15 

(with a few exceptions).  We will 

begin at 6pm on Saturday the 30th , 

and end with an 8:30am breakfast 

right before worship on the 31st.   

Pizza, a movie, snacks, games, lots 

of talking and giggling are anticipated.  We are in need of 

volunteers to supervise through the evening, and to help 

prepare breakfast Sunday morning.   

What: Youth Lock-IN 

When: From 6pm Saturday,  July  30 -  until worship Sun-

day, July 31, 2016. 

Where: GST:  3302 North Sherman  Blvd 

Please see Monica Gramling if you have questions. 

Meetings & Events Contôd 

GST is the Place to Be! 
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Karenôs Ride  
Sunday, July 17, 2016 

Karen passed away 1/29/15 after a 15 year battle with breast cancer ï Karenôs ride has 

been organized by Karenôs husband Kimm and will help support Susan G. KomenÈ 

Southeast Wisconsin. All proceeds will benefit breast cancer research, education, 

screening, and treatment in Southeastern Wisconsin. 

The ride will begin at the Park & Ride Lot off I-43 Exit 82 and Brown Deer road. The 

ride will proceed through the Northern Kettle Moraine area. The ride is estimated 

about 2 hours and there will a mid point stop to use facilities. Meet at 9:30am and the 

ride will head out around 10:00am.  

Donations will be accepted to support this cause from both riders and those who wish 

to donate but will not be part of the ride. 

If you have questions please contact Kimm at: 414-771-7291 

Donations can be sent to Karenôs Ride 159 North 59th Milwaukee, WI 53213 

Please make checks out to Kimm Stabelfeldt ï Karenôs Ride. 



 
    July 2016 

   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3   
10:00 Worship 
11:30-12:30 Fellowship 
  

  

4 
Independence Day 

  

5 

No Pantry 
No Bible Study 

  

3:30 Exec Board   

6 

  

 

4:30 Property 

6:00  Garden 

7 8 

 

 

5:30 Comm.    

Dinner 

9 

9-12 Fun Day 

9:30 GodΩs Garden 

 

  

10 Blanket Sunday  
9:00 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Worship: Baptism 

Scarlet & Michael 
11:30-12:30 Fellowship 
 

  

11 

 

12:30 Trimble 

Circle 

6:30  Transition 

Team 

12 

8:30   Pantry 
10:00  B. Study 

  
 
6:30 C. Council 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Garden 

14 

 

15 16 

17     Vitality Survey 
9:30 Meet Up for 
KarenΩs Ride 
10:00 Worship  
10:00 KarenΩs Ride 
11:00 DeaconΩs Mtg 
11:30-12:30 Fellowship 
 

  

18 19 

8:30  Pantry 

10:45 B. Study 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

6:00 Garden 

 

21 22 23 

9-12 Fun Day 

9:30 GodΩs Garden   

24 Vitality Survey 
& 

Blanket Sunday 
10:00 Worship  
11:30-12:30  Fellowship 
 

  
 

25 26 

8:30  Pantry 

10:45 B. Study 

 
 

27 

 

 

6:00 Garden 

 

28 

10:15 Voyagers 

Brewers Game 

29 30 

 

 

6:00 Youth Lock-In 

31 

8:30 Youth Breakfast 
10:00 Worship 
Vitality Survey Recap 
11:30-12:30  Fellowship 
   

Aug 1 Aug 2 

No Pantry   

No Bible Study 

Aug 3 

 

 

 

6:00 Garden 

4 5 6 
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Good Shepherd Trinity Church 

3302 North Sherman Blvd. 

Milwaukee WI  53216 

Good Shepherd Trinity Church 
ELCA  & PC(USA) 

Phone: (414) 871-9440 
Email: GSTOffice@tds.net 
Website: www.goodshepherdtrinity.org 
 

hǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘŀũ  
Reverend: Pastor Wendy Wirth-Brock 
Administrative Assistant: Ahleo Ricks 
Bookkeeper: Jessie Read 
Choir Director: G. Dwight Hamilton  
Pianist: Greta Armata 
Custodians: Larry Hartman 
 

Office Hours 
Tues. - Fri..   9 am – м pm 

 
Sherman Park Food Pantry 
Tuesday 8:30 am - 10:30 am (closed first 
Tuesdays of the month) 
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GST Womenôs Association - On Monday, Aug. 8, 2016 (11:30am), GSTW will gather  for a 

picnic - this one will be in  Diane Goldschmidtôs back yardé  Meach Circle will provide the lunch, 

Trimble Circle will  provide the  dessert.  See Nancy Meach for details. 

Congregational Council - will meet Tuesday, August 9th at 6:30pm. 

Guest Preacher - we welcome Guest preacher, Pastor Volina Cross-Dukes to our pulpit Sunday, 

August 14th. 

Voyagers - On Wed. August 17th from noon - 1:30pm - join the Voyagers for a historical boat tour at 
the Milwaukee harbor.  Enjoy beautiful sightseeing and lovely landmarks.  Look for reminders in 
your announcements and August newsletter. 

Christian Nurture/Outreach 
Vacation Bible Class- August 22-26: 1-3pmð classes will be held on the North lawn.  Volunteers 

are greatly appreciated.  Come all week, or just one day.  See Monica Gramling. 

Block Party & Backpack Distribution - August 28th from 11:30am - 1:30pm - Look for sign-up 

sheets and a list of school supplies in future announcements and your August newsletter. 

Gather in the Garden - Has been set for the last week in August.  This summer program encour-

ages outreach to Townsend Street school, and will give way to the GST picnic at the end of Au-

gust.  Erin will organize crafts; Lillian will  organize snacks.    

Looking Ahead... 


