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A Few Words from Pastor Wendy

Reflection verses for the month: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. — Acts 2:1-4

What comes after the joy of Easter? Power and mission. For the seven weeks we have been joyfully
celebrating the good news that Jesus is risen. We have been reflecting on some of the many ways that
the good news of Easter affects our lives by assuring us that every end in God’s hands can be a trans-
formative new beginning.

And now, the Easter season will end with the Day of Pentecost — a day that crowns the good news of
Jesus’ resurrection with the pouring out of the Spirit of resurrection life on God’s people. The Spirit
first given on Pentecost fills Jesus’ followers with the power that creates faith in God’s gracious love
for us; that provides direction and guidance for our lives; and that provides the energy, creativity,
perseverance and courage necessary to do what God’s Spirit asks.

The intensity and force of that Spirit is described as violent wind and tongues of fire. This is no gen-
tle spring breeze that ruffles our hair but leaves us unmoved! It is a titanic force capable of moving
everything — including us — to be God’s people in the world. Why is emphasizing the Spirit’s forceful-
ness important? Because we so often suffer from inertia and paralysis. We're afraid, so we don’t do
what God asks. Or we’re just so comfortable that we’d rather stay put. So God’s Spirit is a mighty
Spirit that disturbs us, rattles us, sweeps us away, sets us on fire. We need such a mighty Spirit to set
us in motion, and to keep us moving, once we’re in motion.

It’s not unusual in congregations to forget that God intends us to be going someplace and to be up

and doing in Jesus’ name. While Christian faith requires times of stillness and Contents

silence in order to hear God’s voice, we listen for God’s voice so that we can get |Pg. 1 Words from Pr. Wendy

up and live as God directs. And God directs us to believe that we can do more | Pg. 2 Pr. Wendy Cont’d
than we think we can. We can take on big, hairy tasks in Jesus’ name, because g(s)z\:/ éj;(‘;fn

of the Holy Spirit. Those tasks may begin small, like the mustard seed of Jesus’ Pg.3 Did You Know?
parable. Nonetheless, those mustard-seed beginnings can become amazing ir- Circle News

ruptions of the Spirit that love and bless others in transformative ways. Property

The Transition Team has been getting acquainted and being trained in their |Pg.4 Transition Team

work. In not too much time, they will be planning events and asking the con- Final Bishop’s Forum
gregation to participate. Working from the power of the Spirit, they will ask the | P& > ’;Sl’vr:ﬁasytery Meeting™
congregation to get up and move in Spirit-led ways. The temptation will be to Voyagers

stay comfortable or to be afraid. So we are called to remember that the Spirit |Pg. 6 Treasurer’s Update
can and will get us moving — for the Spirit has important work for this congre- | Pg. 7 May Calendar
Pg. 8 Looking Ahead
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gation to do. Where that Spirit will lead is still unknown. But the call to move under the Spirit’s di-
rection and power is clear. Now is the time to be filled with the Spirit, and then to move and serve
as the Spirit gives GST ability to serve.

Thank in you advance for your willingness to follow the Transition Team’s leadership and partici-
pate in the events they will plan. Your willingness to respond will demonstrate your Easter faith.
Jesus is risen! May his resurrecting Spirit of love move GST in powerful ways!

TPW = GSTW

***The women's association has a New Name....same women, study circles, mission goals, spirit, nut sales, rummage
sales, and the same invitations to monthly luncheon meetings....New Name. GSTW will now appear in any GST com-
munications within this congregation.***

The GST Women'’s Association will meet Wednesday, May 11, 2016 for their monthly luncheon and
program. Lunch will be at 11:45am, with a program, and brief meeting will follow. The program
will be announced later this month. We would like to have lunch reservations, but if you forget,
please come to lunch anyway. “We aim to please”.

*A Bl G THANK YOU*FO GSTW
On behalf of the entire Congregational Council I would like to thank the GST Women for
their donation again this year to our church. This year the total donation was $2,450. They
asked that it be allocated as follows: $2,000 to the General Fund, $100 to God’s Garden,
and $350 to the Boiler Fund. This group has been making a significant donation to the
church, on an annual basis, for as long as I can remember. We know the amount of work
that goes into many of the GSTW activities and we are appreciative of their time and effort.
Please take a moment to thank the members of GSTW for this donation which furthers the
work of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Karen Olsen, Treasurer

Godks Garden i s Bac

' -
Trudy Holyst is planning a “group planting” for Friday, May It's Time
20, 2016 at 4:00pm to coordinate with Townsend Street for the
School’s After School Program.

Volunteers are always welcome, along with the opportunity
to interact with some pretty awesome kids.

See Trudy about how you can help!!
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iDIi d You KéléW?).y Carol Trimble

Mr. & Mrs. Mallard were spotted in the front curbside topographical declination (that’s drainage
ditch to local natives) this past week. Mr. appeared be looking for the 50’ pine tree that once stood
nearby. It had been a hiding place for his family. I imagined Mrs. asked, “Why don’t you ask for di-
rections?” And, he quacked his reply. (Can’t you just hear him?) “I don’t need directions. I know
where I am.” These two have been returning to my yard for years, frequently settling in under an ev-
ergreen shrub near the front door. I've even watched them cautiously stopping at the edge of the
street, turning their heads in unison from right to left before crossing.

Many years ago their ancestors’ nest was among the tall peony stalks on the east side of my house.
The day nine eggs hatched, we followed mom and her ducklings waddle to under the forsythia and
on to under the next yew, across the street and on and on. They traveled from bush to bush in a
somewhat direct path south toward the pond about four blocks away. Those bushes provided safety
from predators. She led her ducklings to and fro, here and there, zig zagging through the neighbor-
hood. She had a goal but was being cautious while caring for her family. She adjusted and changed
directions across the yards to reach her goal.

Almost there, the new family met the Mr. who immediately began quacking orders. We saw that our
jig was up! He knew we were nearby. The family stopped their journey and settled down immedi-
ately. We waited a short time, finally ended our wild life safari, and returned home.

Does GST have a goal? Do we know where we are? Does GST need a new direction? Have we become too
safe in our surroundings to look beyond and change our route? Is it best to hover under a bush of familiari-
ty? Can we function well doing as always, taking the same route?

Circl e

Trimble Circle
Will meet Monday, May 2nd at 12:30 p.m. in the Birch Room, 4th floor, at Luther Manor.
Eileen Zodrow is the hostess for the meeting. Lillian Hutzler will present lesson #4 of “Come to
the Waters”.

Meach Circl e
Will meet Monday May, 9th at Gloria Lokken’s home. The group will gather at 1:00pm.
Nancy will lead everyone in Lesson #7 in our study group, “An Abiding Hope.”

Property Committee

Will meet Thursday, May 4, 2016 at 4:30 pm.
See William Quinn with Questions

Congregational Counci l
Will meet Tuesday, May 10, 2016 at 6:30 pm
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The Transition Teajm
Will meet Monday, May, 2nd from 6:30-8:30pm.

Will You Walk with your Brothers and Sisters?

At the January Congregational meeting, we the congregation voted to begin a discernment process to
decide together what the future of the GST congregation will look like. The GST Transition team has
met three times, starting in March. We attended a training where we learned and practiced One-to-One
interviews to get to know people and to ask specific questions on what they need in their spiritual and
local community. We also were introduced to a new data gathering tool, the Vitality Survey, that helps
give congregations an idea of how healthy their congregation is BEYOND membership growth and fi-
nancial sustainability. We have gotten to know one another better, building our trust within our group
so we can ask the hard questions and feel safe in speaking what we see as truth. We have read articles
on the history of the Church and the “changing landscape of American churches”, where we got a
glimpse of the larger picture of how the Church is changing. We learned that GST is not alone, as
change is happening in EVERY denomination all around the US.

We meet twice a month, and have outlined a schedule of tasks, for ourselves and for the congregation.
Our goal through the next 9 months is to:

Learn Who We Are — looking at where we have come from and where we are currently in regards to:
history (highs and lows at church) of the congregation, current assets (financial, physical and
people) and congregational energy.

Learn Who Our Neighbor Is— looking at our physical and social media “neighborhood” and identify-
ing strengths and needs in our community.

Discern what God is calling us to do — discerning TOGETHER AS A CONGREGATION, not the
Transition Team or Council only — what we are called to do.

FROM THERE — we can see what staffing and physical building needs are required to create our
combined vision for Good Shepherd Trinity.

The Transition Team is very excited to really delve into this process to hear what our combined congre-
gation is hearing deep in their bones as their calling. Whatever the outcome, we will have made the
journey and decision together, with the Holy Spirit breathing on us, and through us, as we embark on
this journey together.

With you on this journey,

Lisa Quinn, Transition Team member

The FI NAL &8ifsdropm i s as follo

May 3, Tuesday evening, 6:30-8:30pm, Incarnation Lutheran Church, Milwaukee.
We encourage attendance to, at least, one of the Nominee Forums where there will be an oppor-
tunity for the nominees to speak and respond to questions submitted by those present.
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Presbytery

Me e t] | at

ng

Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 4:00pm

We gather together with Christ as our Leader,
Jeannette Bell, Moderator

GST Commi

ttee M

Events, & Ecumenical news.

De a c o nMeet Sunday, May 1st immedi-
ately following worship.

Being Movetddakine and Wha
t he EAghowing of Dr. Atul Gawamde’s
documentary about what matters at the end of
life followed by a discussion led by Dr. Rich-
ard Hansen, MD (retired). Monday, May 2md
at 7:oopm: St. John’s Lutheran Church: 20275
Davidson Rd, Brookfield.

Execut i ve WBIbmeetdTuesday, May
3rd at 3:30pm.

Chur ch FunSatrday May 7th & 21st
from 9am to 12pm.
Confirmation B B Qe Pedconsi

will host the Confirmation Barbecue on Pente-
cost Sunday, May 15, 2016. Please look for
Potluck Reservation inserts in upcoming bulle-
tins.

Guest Pr ele tvedcome Rev. Chuck
Turbin back to our pulpit Sunday, May 22nd.

At our meeting on the May 24, there will be an opportunity to participate in a process led by Laurie
Ferguson to determine “What’s Next”. She will lead us in a well thought out procedure that will re-
sult in positive directions for the Milwaukee Presbytery.

Schedul e
3:30 Registration and Refreshments

3:50 Announcements
4:00 Presbytery Business Meeting
5:00 Workshop: Facilitator Laurie Ferguson
6:00 Dinner
7:00 Worship Rev. Craig M. Howard preaching

Please join us as we look back at what we accomplished with What's Next, and ahead to what we can
do to equip and inspire congregations and their leaders.

etingsVoyagers

... two great events planned for the month of May!

Thﬁ/l crew will gather Sat ur,c |
)? A S,@tIQ;r}bﬁp.m., )

Ma
to enjoy the best Swiss Steak

sin at Redeemer United Church

of Christ in Menomonee Falls, WI (W220
N4915 Town Line Rd). Contact Carol Trimble
if you're hungry for fellowship and a family
style church dinner.

The second event is set for Fr i day,
2016 at 1 0 TIeOcreaw. wnll go to
cckool at the West Allis Settler's Village on
84th & National. Jeannette Bell will present
an 1848 classroom experience in the log
schoolhouse. Don't be tardy! Lunch will be
nearby. Contact Carol Trimble or Virginia
Doherty.

GST

Ma y
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Treasurer |[Updat e

FI NANCI AL UPDATE FI'RST QUARTER, 2016

Following is a brief financial update for the first quarter of this year. Year to date expenses were $54,249
while year to date income was $43,654. While expenses were higher than income this is directly related to a
few things. In March a check for almost $6,500 was cut as a down payment on the cost of replacing our fire
doors. This is something mandated by the City of Milwaukee Inspector. In addition, the first quarter of the
year saw heavy spending on utilities as well as snow removal. These expenses will go down significantly in
the coming months. We have had enough money to “pay the bills” from our General Operating Fund. Noth-
ing had to be taken from other fund sources.

Income at this point is over budget. Current income is $43,654 compared to budgeted income of $38,394.
Some of this is accounted for by noting that “’pledges” are about $7,000 over budget. We know this occurs
because some individuals who are members of the church give regularly but do not pledge. In addition, we
are also thankful to the individuals who have pledged and are keeping current with their pledges.

If you have questions about this or are interested in seeing further details, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Karen Olsen, Treasurer

Gr owi ng Hope in PRPalestine

Rev. Dr . Mi tri Raheb

Please take advantage of this experience with Palestinian Pastor, Theologian, Author, and 2015 re-
cipient of Olof Palme Int'l Award for peacemaking & creative resistance against occupation & vio-
lence.

Authorof Fai t h Face hef anTheEempBirbl e through Pal
Reverend Dr. Mitri Raheb, lives in Bethlehem, Palestine, where he serves as a powerful advocate for
peace in the Arab-Israeli conflict. He is the president of Dar al- Kalima University College in Bethle-
hem and Bright Stars of Bethlehem, NFP, the US organization that supports the vision of creating
programs based on arts, culture, and identity.

Dr. Raheb is the most widely published Palestinian theologian to date and his books \
have been translated into more than ten languages. -,

Wh e n Sunday, May 22, 2016 - 10:00am Worship - 6:00pm Lecture & Recep- Brls;’ht Stars
O

tion
Wh e r: Ascension Lutheran Church: 1236 South Layton Blvd. (27th St.) Bethlehem

For Dir e€dlli (@m3¥671-1212 or log onto: https://milwaukeesynod.org/events/growing-
hope-in-palestine/



Page 7 R@TDC’US (Good Sl’lcpherc{ Tarinitg Church
May 2016 Vol. 6,1s. 4
May 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
May 1 May 2 May 3 4 5 6 7
10:00 Worship
11:00 Deacon@ Mtg Eo ;ak?ltré . 9-12 Fun Day
11: o Bible Study
11-11:45 Adult B. Study 12:30 Trimble Circle
11-11:45 C. Nurture - 3:30 Exec. Board 400V
11:30-12:30 Fellowship | 6:30 Transition Team 4:30 Property :00 Voyagers
12-1:30 EPIiC @ SOP 7:00 Being Mortal @
St. John@
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
11-11:45 Adult B. Study 10:00 B. Study
11-11:45 C. Nurture 1:00 Meach Circle 11:45 GSTW
11:30-12:30 Fellowship
6:30 C. Council
15 Pentecost 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 Worship
11:00 Confirmation BBQ 9-12 Fun Day
22 Rev. Chuck Turbin 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00 Worship
10:00 Hope in Palestine 10:00 Voyagers
11-11:45 Adult B. Study 4:00 Presbytery
11-11:45 C. Nurture Mtg @ GST
11:30-12:30 Fellowship
6:00 Reception @
Ascension Lutheran
29 Workshop 30 31 Jun1l Jun 2 3 4
10:00 Worship 8:30 Pantry

11-11:45 Adult B. Study
11-11:45 C. Nurture
11:30-12:30 Fellowship

10:45 B. Study

4:30 Property
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Looking éAhead

Property Co-willmeetééednesday, June 1, 2016 at 4:30pm.

Chur ch Fun -@rasetfof Sajurday June 4th & 18th from 9am to 12pm.

Tri mbl e <CwillméeeMondayJune 6,2016 at12:30pm. Look for details in future
announcements.

Me ac h C# nodlimeet Monday, June 13, 2016 at 1:00pm. Look for details in future announce-
ments.

Congr egat i on a will knoetheic monthly meeting Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 6:30pm.

V o y a g e-w8l have their “Back Yard Picnic” @ Carol Trimble’s in June. Please look for details
in future announcements.

G S T W- will announce the details for their June Luncheon & Meeting in later announcements.
This event will more then likely be the second Wednesday in June.

GST Busi ne s-=sardaaildlde on the credenza in the narthex. Deacons and Council mem-
bers are invited to take a few to use when making calls. Just sign your name on the back and
leave a message. Everyone else in the congregation is also welcome to put these small GST re-
minders to use during the week, as you go on your way. Church is not just Sunday. Leave a re-
minder of GST. Promote our Good News.
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