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“He is risen!! He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!”

Easter is my FAVORITE time in the church year. It’s better than Christmas. Yes, you read that right. I enjoy
Christmas. But I | o ¥aeter — because it’s the fulfillment of the promise of Christmas, the fulfillment of all
human hope, and God’s hopes for us. The news that Jesus is risen tells us that death and sin have been defeat-
ed. Both may still plague us, but the decisive battle against them has been won in Jesus’ resurrection from the
grave. Therefore, God’s love has won. God’s will for life, has won. God’s will for the eternal union of God
with the world, has won. Because of Easter, the very structure of reality has been changed. Ev er y t
di f f. eunagng,tastounding news.

The challenge, of course, is to believe that impossible good news. We celebrate Easter for seven weeks in the
church because great news deserves such a prolonged celebration. But we also celebrate for seven weeks, be-
cause we need to have that news unpacked for us, and reinforced within us. Like the first disciples huddled
behind locked doors after the women have announced Jesus’ resurrection, we have to live into this good news.
The old habits of fear and self-defense die hard. Doubts and second-guessing are easier than believing the
women’s “idle tale”. But if it is true...well, how we do live differently? What changes in the way we treat
people, in the way we spend our money and time? How does the bodily resurrection change the way we care

for our bodies? We spend seven weeks pondering the infinite new world that resurrection opens.

So after the Alleluias of Easter morning have faded, please plan to attend worship each of the next six Sun-
days. We’ll still be singing glorious Easter music, after all, and shouting Alleluia. And we’ll be reflecting

| together on some of the ways that Easter affects our lives. We’ll ponder how Easter Contents

emboldens the church to be church. We’ll reflect on how Easter encourages disciples to | Pg. 1 Words from Pr. Wendy

heal and serve. We’ll reflect on how Easter even opens the mouths of shy Lutherans | Pg. 2 Transition Team
Circle News

Pg. 3 Did You Know?

and Presbyterians to shout the good news — because the good news is too good not to be
shared.

Jesus is risen!! He is risen indeed!! Alleluia! Plan on being part of the celebration | & # Prayer Cards

GST Women’s News

during the seven weeks of Easter! S;((),r;;gl:: ¢ News
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Transition Team News: Webve Begun!!

The Transition Team is formed and beginning its work! On Sunday, March 13, seven people were installed as
GST’s team: Joy Harshberger, Vi Hawkins, Mary Hix, Henry Kranendonk, Kathy Myles, Bev Stribling and
Lisa Quinn. In partnership with Pastor Wendy, they will lead the congregation in undertaking a visioning pro-
cess in 2016, in order to discern how God is calling GST to be God’s people in the future.

Their first step will be to receive training that will aid them in doing their work. They’ve already attended a
workshop for congregational leaders led by Sandy Chrostowski of the Greater Milwaukee Synod (ELCA). On
March 15™, they met again with Pastor Wendy to continue their orientation. After their training is finished,
they’ll begin planning the next steps in the process.

What can you do to support the Transition Team?

First, pray for them daily. Prayer support is vital to the success of this process.

Second, participate when the team begins organizing events. The Transition Team’s purpose is to equip
and leadthe ¢ 0 n g r eigi@d distemment of fresh directions. So you are needed to participate!

Finally, keep up with what the Team is doing. Read future newsletter articles and weekly worship an-
nouncements. Listen to mission minutes during worship. And ask questions when you see one of the

team members. They’ll be happy to share both their enthusiasm and the team’s progress with you.

The Transition Team
Wi | | meet Wednesday8§pmpr . AsS3 wea oum dbe r3t(

process, we wil/l keep you up to |dat e
Il nput regqgul arl y.

Cl RCLE NEl\NS

Tri mble Circl e

Trimble Circle wildl meet Monday, -Aprcialt ed atn I e
of LuthedbSMandbDr 9Prad WMarth is the havsatreys sHifxorwitlt
sent | esson #3 ofo" Come to the Wat

Meach Circle
wi | | meet Monday, Apri B hbme2@®16 latOOfancy Wde ava h
in our study book. Al l are wel come

*GST is in need of new or wyved comtdaishtersagfor ISefet Nancy Meach
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iDid You K& w3y carol Trimble

I’ve been writing this column for three years and I’ve just about told you everything I know. I may start
making things up soon. Be alert. Here a few bits and pieces.....to be taken as truth.

An administrator plus some of the older boys from our neighboring Townsend Street School come on
Tuesdays to help the food pantry workers clean up at the end of their morning.

Clean dishes in our kitchen’s dishwashers do not put themselves away.

The Combined Council is now known as the Congregational Council. It’s called the C/C for short. Christian
Characters. Cute Cousins. Conspicuous Consumers. Crazy Creeps. It all depends upon Tuesday’s meeting!

Half empty bottles of juice left in the small ‘frig off the narthex turn to nasty juice after a few weeks.

Open bags of pretzels or crackers left for “next week’s use” in the narthex cabinets are forgotten and turn
stale after a few weeks.

The person who finds these generous left overs turns cranky after a few weeks.

Nineteen adults enjoyed coloring in “adult coloring books” at the March TPW luncheon and no one turned
red in embarrassment.....must have been pretty pictures.

The GST iceberg is almost melted off the front lawn. Spring is coming. God is Good!
Someone tidied the narthex coffee fellowship cabinets thus changing cranky person to happy person.

C/C ministry committees are seeking to add Christian Characters to their committees to help with short term
projects. Will you make yourself available?

Fourteen kids and five adults went bowling March 13 with Monica and all survived with tales of fun. Merry
Christmas.

It takes us a while to get some things done at GST but be assured things are done properly and orderly.....at
least that’s how we’re calling it.

The Transition Team will come calling. Will you make yourself available

GST Women® Association
Wed. April 13 at 11:45am in Memd

Make a Joyful noise unto the Lord!

The usual monthly meeting of GST Women won’t be so usual in April. There will be a good lunch, devotion,
and joy! All of us have things that make us happy. There are emails from friends with a good joke — readings
that enhance our lives, poetry that may or may not have been published, (we have closet poets in our congre-
gation) and things that make us smile. Bring along something to share with the group which will be led by Art
Schmitz.

Lets get our endorphins jumping through our systems while we share our smiles. Remember Jesus must’ve
had a sense of humor traveling with Peter.

See you there,
Iva
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'The Congregation of Good Shepherd Tri:n'

'and your .fMamidoyd Bring You Peace and Justilce.

PRAYER CARDS

1 The council has made cards with the above message to be placed at the memorials for those killed in our
, community. The cards were developed so that our congregation could do S 0 m e tfdr thergigeving fami- |
lies and friends of the deceased. The congregation is invited to attach them securely to the tree or post i
E(packaging tape works best) at the site of the memorial and bring back the name of the deceased person/s, E
1even if only the person’s street name is available, our prayers will still be heard. Thank you The cards !

1
1 will be available in the narthex.

Any questions, or if you need more cards, please contact Monica at
414-961-1809 or gramlingmonica@yahoo.com

Bring back the bottom of the card to be included in our weekly prayers.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Name of the Person Location of the Memorial '
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Property Committee

Wednesday April 6, 2016 at 4: 30pm.
Congregational Counci |
Wi | | meet Tuesday, April 12, 2016| at
Church Fun Days
Saturday, Apr il 9t h & 23rd from 9am to noonj|
EPIi C Wal k of Faith
Sunday April 10th & April 17th from|[l2
Voyageans April 29, 20itdeatvoyY@ag@® sawmll tour the
" wi || Il ndustries of Sout heastern Wi sconsin
mage that are delivered to their &What atut
side servi cehf taeare tohfifsergewdi?ded tour, we wi l
dining room and may participate i n a ques

ageme@rreat excitement was created by our

explanation of ourheywyeamrse @fl ananp p@FrLtEASE&Eo COMEO g Ra
to Carol Trimble & watch for more informati on.


mailto:gramlingmonica@yahoo.com
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2016 Bishop& Election

With gratitude for the time spent in prayer and discernment and for their willingness to be considered for the
Office of Bishop of the Greater Milwaukee Synod, the Bishop's Election Committee is pleased to announce
the following prospective nominees:

Rev. Lisa Bates-Froiland
Rev. Sandy Chrostowski
Rev. David Dragseth

Rev. Paul Erickson

Rev. Lindsay Paul Jordan
Rev. Joy Mortenson-Wiebe
Rev. Harvard Stephens

= =4 4 4 4 4 4 9

Rev. Jennifer Thomas

Biographical Information for the prospective nominees and additional information about the elections process
can be found at the Bishop's Election website: www.milwaukeesynod.org/bishop-election.

Pre-Assembly Forums

These forums take place throughout the Synod so that everyone has an opportunity to hear from the prospec-
tive nominees. Each event will include prayer, brief statements from the prospective nominees, a question/
answer time with the opportunity for those attending to submit questions, and some time to mingle over light
refreshments with the nominees. Everyone is welcome to attend.

We encourage attendance at one or all of the Nominee Forums where there will be an opportunity for the
nominees to speak and respond to questions submitted by those present.

The schedule of forums is as follows:

April 7, Thursday evening, 6:30 — 8:30pm, Mount Pleasant Lutheran Church, Racine

April 10, Sunday afternoon, 3:00-5:00pm, Christ the King Lutheran Church, Port Washington
April 16, Saturday morning, 9:00-11:00am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Brookfield

May 3, Tuesday evening, 6:30-8:30pm, Incarnation Lutheran Church, Milwaukee

We ask for your continued prayers for Bishop Jeff Barrow and the Synod Staff, as well as for the prospective
nominees. May the Holy Spirit serve as our guide in this period of discernment for the entire synod.

Esther Rusch, Chair
Bishop's Election Committee


http://www.milwaukeesynod.org/bishop-election
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The Body & Soul Healing Arts Center

Director: Venice Williams

3617 N. 48th St.
Milwaukee WI 53216
(414) 988-8897

The Art of Adjua Nsoroma
Exhi bit
Sunday,

Opening

Adjua Nsoroma is a seventeen year old artist native
to Milwaukee with a real passion for artwork.
Through experimentation - she’s found acrylic paint
to be one of her favorites. She loves what she does,
takes it very seriously, but has a lot of fun at the
same time. Adjua focuses on many subjects but she
seems to be drawn, especially, towards pieces about
woman and nature.

Her creations always start with inspiration, then
grow into masterpieces that people will take delight
in.

Join the Body and Soul Healing Arts Center to cele-
brate the talent of this Milwaukee native.

What® The Message in
the Media?

ver sati on

Thur sday Ape©r8i:13 01pdm
Join us for an honest, cross-generational conversa-
tion about the impact of the messages we receive,
as girls and women, from the media images that
bombard most of our lives on a daily basis.

1 What responsibility do we have, as women, for
the media we consume and/or create?

1 How do we guide our girls in making healthy
choices when it comes to the multi-layers of
media and images in their lives.?

1 How might our girls guide us?

Dinner will be served...so please RSVP if you plan
to attend, and let us know if your plans change, so
we may prepare a proper amount of food.

This conversation is appropriate for girls in middle
school and high school, and all women.

*Sponsored by Crafting
Center for Resilient

Arts enter

Gener al
f or

20

Resi |
Cities,
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ARPIL 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Mar 27 Easter Mar 28 Mar 29 Mar 30 Mar 31 Aprl 2
8:30 Breakfast
9:30 Egg Hunt 8:30 Paf‘try
10:00 Worship 10:45 Bible
Study
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00 Worship 11:45 Trimble No Pantry
11-11:45 Adult B. Study Circle No Bible Study 9-12 Work Day
11:30-12:30 Fellowship 4:30 Property | 6:30 Bishop@
Election
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00 Worship 8:30 Pantry 1145 GST women 9:00 Bishop@
11-11:45 Adult B. Study _ 10:45 Bible Election
11:30 - 12:30 Fellowship | 1:00 Meach Circle sgydy
12-1:30 EPiC @ SOP 6:30 Council Mtg 6:30-8pm 6-8:30 What@
3:00 BishopQ Election T tion T the Message in
3-6pm Nsoroma Art ransition Team | vegia @ BSHAC
Exhibit @ BSHAC
17 Rev. Chuck Turbin 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:00 Worshi :
orship 8:30 Pantry 9-12 Work Day
11-11:45 Adult B. Study 10:45 Bible
11:30 - 12:?0 Fellowship Study
12-1:30 EPiC @ SOP
24 Workshop 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00 Worship 8:30 Pantry 10:00
11-11:45 Adult B. Study 10:45 Bible V‘oyagers
11-11:45 C. Nurture Study

11:30 - 12:30 Fellowship
12-1:30 EPiC @ SOP
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Looking &Ahead

Trimble Circle will meet Monday, May 2 at 12:30 p.m. in the Birch Room, 4th floor, at Luther
Manor. Eileen Zodrow is the hostess for the meeting. Joy Harshberger will present lesson #4 of “Come to
the Waters”.

Church Fun Days
The next church work days are set for Saturday, May 7th & 21st from 9am to noon. See William Quinn
with questions.

Voyagers
Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. the Voyagers will again enjoy the best Swiss Steak Dinner in south-
eastern Wisconsin at Redeemer United Church of Christ in Menomonee Falls, WI. This will support their
annual fundraiser. Jeannette Bell will present an 1848 classroom experience Friday, May 27, 2016. More
information later in April.

Congregational Council
Will meet Tuesday, May 10, 2016 at 6:30pm.

GST WomenG Association -
Will have their monthly meeting & luncheon Wednesday, May 11th. Please look for details in upcoming
announcements.

Presbytery Meeting
Is set for Tuesday May 24, 2016 at GST. Details will be available soon.
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